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ALPKAN BİRELMA 
Ozyegin University 

Faculty of Social Sciences,  
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 (90) (532) 213-4474 
alpkan.birelma@ozyegin.edu.tr 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Ph.D. Atatürk Institute for Modern Turkish History, Bogazici University, 2016. 

Dissertation title: In Search of the Working Class: Workers’ Subjectivities and 
Resistance in an Istanbul Neighborhood 

  
M.A. Atatürk Institute for Modern Turkish History, Bogazici University, 2007.  

Thesis title: Three Cases of Worker Mobilization in Contemporary Turkey 
 
B.A. Political Science and International Relations, Bogazici University, 2005. 
 
Summer School: Kassel University, Global Labor University, Ways to a Fair Globalization, 
2010. 
 
Summer School: Central European University, Work and Inequality in a Global Economy, 
2009. 
 
 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

 
Sociology of Class, Labor Movements, Sociology of Work, Labor History, Social Movements, 
Social Stratification, Modern Turkish History, Ethnography, Islamic Moral Economy 
 
  
PUBLICATIONS  

 
Book 
 
   2014 Birelma, A. Ekmek ve Haysiyet Mücadelesi: Günümüz Türkiyesi’nde Üç İşçi 

Hareketinin Etnografisi. İletişim Yayınları, İstanbul. 
 
Articles (Peer Reviewed) 
 

2019  Birelma, A. “Working-class entrepreneurialism: Perceptions, aspirations and 
experiences of petty entrepreneurship among male manual workers in 
Turkey.” New Perspectives on Turkey, 61, 45-70. 

 
   2018  Birelma, A. “When Local Class Unionism Meets International Solidarity: A Case 

of Union Revitalisation in Turkey.” Global Labour Journal, 9(2), 215-230. 
 
   2018 Birelma, A. “Some thoughts on class and class struggle as evoked by 

Durrenberger and Doukas’ article.” Dialectical Anthropology, 42(1), 25-28. 
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   2015  Birelma, A. “Türkiye’de Taşeron Çalışma.” Toplum ve Bilim, 133, 55-96. 
 
   2012 Birelma, A. “Ekmek ve Haysiyet Mücadelesi: 2000’lerde Üç Sendikalaşma 

Mücadelesi Vakası.” Toplum ve Bilim, 124, 146-164.
 
Book Chapters 
 

2020 Birelma, A. “When Class Unionism Leads to Working-Class Recomposition: The 
Case of TÜMTİS in Turkey” In Workers’ Inquiry and Global Class Struggle, ed. 
Robert Ovetz, Pluto Press, London, 64-89. (forthcoming) 

 
   2018 Birelma, A. “Türkiye Sendikal Hareketinde Aykırı bir Yeniden Canlanma Vakası: 

TÜMTİS’in Yakın Dönemdeki Atılımı.” In Türkiye’nin Büyük Dönüşümü: Ayşe 
Buğra’ya Armağan Kitabı, ed. Osman Savaşkan and Mehmet Ertan, İletişim 
Yayınları, İstanbul, 579-607. 

 
   2017 Birelma, A. “Subcontracted Employment and Labor’s Response in Turkey.” In 

Uncertain Times: Anthropological Approaches to Labor in a Neoliberal World, 
ed. Paul Durrenberger, University Press of Colorado, Boulder, 261-286. 

 
   2014 Birelma, A. “Türkiye’de Evsizlik: Genel Bir Değerlendirme.” In Türkiye’de Sosyal 

Hizmet ve Öteki, ed. Pınar Akkuş and Özgür Başpınar Aktükün, Bağlam 
Yayınları, İstanbul, 291-326.

 
Book Reviews 
 
   2016 Birelma, A. “Beyond Headscarf Culture in Turkey’s Retail Sector,” by Feyda 

Sayan-Cengiz (Palgrave Macmillan, 2016). New Perspectives on Turkey, 55.
  
   2010 Birelma, A. “Passive Revolution: Absorbing the Islamic Challenge to 

Capitalism,” by Cihan Tuğal (Stanford University Press, 2009). New 
Perspectives on Turkey, 42. 

 
Reports 
 

2019 Birelma, A., Erginli, E., Işıklı, E., Sefer, A., Sert, D., 2018 İşçi Sınıfı Eylemleri 
Raporu, Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul. 

 
2019 Birelma, A. and Güler, C., Emek Hareketi Atölyesi ve Kaynakçası 2019, Emek 

Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul.  
 
   2019 Alnıaçık, A., Beyazbulut, B., Birelma, A., Demir, D., Doğançayır, C., Erköse, Y., 

Gökçek, Ç., Gürbüz, Ö., Sefer, A., Sert, D. Türkiye Emek Çalışmaları 2017 
Kaynakçası, Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul. 

 
   2018 Adaman, F., Birelma, A., Buğra, A., Yılmaz, V. and Çelik, A., Perception on 

Social Dialogue in Turkey: The Viewpoints of General Public, Employees and 
Relevant Actors, International Labour Organization, Geneva.  
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   2018 Birelma, A. Trade Unions in Turkey, 2018, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Berlin. (also 

published in German: Gewerkschaften in der Türkei, 2019.) 
 
   2018  Birelma, A., Sert, D., Alnıaçık, A., Işıklı, E. and Erginli, E. 2017 İşçi Sınıfı 

Eylemleri Raporu, Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul. 
 
   2018 Sefer, A., Sert, D., Birelma, A., Alnıaçık, A. and Işıklı, E. Türkiye Emek 

Çalışmaları 2016 Kaynakçası, Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul. 
 
   2017  Birelma, A. An Inspiring Case of Union Organizing in a Formidable Context: The 

Case of TÜMTİS in Turkey. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Berlin.  
 
   2017  Birelma, A., Sert, D., Alnıaçık, A. and Işıklı, E. 2016 İşçi Sınıfı Eylemleri Raporu, 

Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul. 
 
   2016  Birelma, A., Sert, D., Alnıaçık, A. and Işıklı, E. 2015 İşçi Sınıfı Eylemleri Raporu, 

Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, İstanbul. 
 
   2016 Buğra, A., Yılmaz, V., Birelma, A., Gürsoy, B., Taşkın, Y., Dodurka, Z., Ekim-

Akkan, B., and Göçmen, İ. The Case Study on Income and Social Inequalities in 
Turkey, Regional Human Development Report 2016, UNDP, Ankara. 

 
Other Publications 
 

2019 Birelma, A. “Dr. Birelma: Sınıf meselesi ana akımda yoksulluk olarak anılır,” 
Gazete Duvar, November 18.  

 
   2019 Birelma, A. “Sosyal adalet ve ayrımcılık,” Ayrımcılıkla Mücadelede Yörünge, 3, 

29-33. 
 
   2019 Birelma, A. “Tümtis’in başarı hikayesi,” Tümtis İşçi Gücü, 40, 41-42. 
 
   2018 Bora, T., Birelma, A., Sert, D. and Işıklı, E. “Emek Çalışma Topluluğu üyeleriyle 

emek hareketinin gidişatı üzerine bir söyleşi: Küçümsenmeyecek bir eylem 
performansı...” Birikim, 354, 84-93. 

 
   2017 Birelma, A. and Sayan-Cengiz, F. “Feyda Sayan-Cengiz ile söyleşi: Başörtüsü 

tartışmalarında işçi sınıfından kadınların yokluğu ve özgünlükleri üzerine,” 
Birikim, 340, 38-49. 

 
   2013 Birelma, A., Kıvanç, Ö., and Doğan, S. “Antikapitalist Müslümanlar grubu 

üyeleriyle söyleşi,” Birikim, 293, 61-76. 
 
   2012 Birelma, A. and Türkmen, N. “Tekel Direnişi, Emek Mücadelesi ve 

Mücadelenin Dönüştürücülüğü Üzerine,” Birikim, 285, 43-55. 
 
   2012 Birelma, A. “İstanbul'un Bir İşçi Mahallesinde İşe Dair İşçi Öznellikleri,” Birikim, 

278-279, 135-153. 
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Manuscripts in Preparation 
 

Birelma, A. “All in a day’s work: exploring the meaning of work among working-class men.” 
(submitted to Work, Employment and Society)  

 
Birelma, A. “İslam iktisadı perspektifinden işçi-sermayedar ilişkisi.” (Article in preparation 
for the submission to İnsan & Toplum)  

 
Birelma, A. “Türkiye sendikal hareketinin güncel durumu: sorunlar, eğilimler ve yeni 
filizler.” (Article in preparation for the submission to Çalışma ve Toplum)  

 
Birelma, A. “The enigma of subjective transformation in the labor movements: Lessons 
from a longitudinal case.” (Article in preparation for the submission to journal 
Mobilization) 
 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS 

 
   2016  Prof. Dr. Cahit Talas Social Policy Award, Best Dissertation, Ankara University. 
 
   2005  B.A. Honors Degree, Bogazici University. 
 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & INVITED TALKS 

 
International 
 

2019 Birelma, A. “Meaning of work among working-class men in İstanbul.” 
American Sociological Association 2019 Annual Meeting. New York, USA. 
August 11-14. 

 
   2018 Birelma, A. “The enigma of subjective transformation in the labor movements: 

Lessons from a longitudinal case.” American Sociological Association 2018 
Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, USA. August 11-14. 

 
   2017 Birelma, A. “An Inspiring Case of Union Organizing from a Formidable Context: 

The Case of TÜMTİS in Turkey.” Trade Unions in Transformation – Learning 
from Success Stories, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. Berlin, Germany. April 26-27. 
(invited) 

 
   2016  Birelma, A. “An Inspiring Case of Union Organizing in a Deserted Land: The 

Case of TÜMTİS in Turkey.” Trade Unions in Transformation Project - Authors’ 
Workshop, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. Berlin, Germany. May 26-27. (invited) 

 
   2015 Birelma, A. “Subcontracted Employment and Labor’s Response in Turkey.” 

International Workshop on National Contexts for Unions. The University of 
Iowa, Iowa, USA. August. (invited) 
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2015 Birelma, A. “What about the working class? Workers of Turkey in the long JDP 
decade.” Conference on Social Change in Turkey since 2000. London School of 
Economics, UK. May. (invited) 

 
2014 Birelma, A. “A Labor Victory from a Deserted Land: A Mobilization in the 

Turkish Garment Sector.” The ASA Political Economy of the World-System 
Conference on Social Movements and World-System Transformation. 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, USA. April. 

 
   2013 Birelma, A. “Working-class Subjectivities in Turkey: A View of Capitalism from 

Below.” Inter-Asian Connections IV: Istanbul. Koç University. October. 
 

2011  Birelma, A. “An Ethnographic Look at Workers’ Mobilization in Turkey.” Labor 
in the Global South: A Search for Solutions. UCLA. Los Angeles, USA. May. 

 
2010 Birelma, A. “In Search of the ‘Working Class’: Workers’ Subjectivity and 

Agency in a Neighborhood of Istanbul.” How Class Works – 2010 Conference. 
SUNY Stony Brook, New York, USA. June. 

   
2010  Birelma, A. “Three Cases of Workers’ Mobilizations in Contemporary Turkey.” 

VIII International Conference on Labour History. Association of Indian Labour 
Historians and V.V Giri National Labour Institute, Delhi, India. March. 

 
National 
 

2020 Birelma, A. “Trade unions in Turkey and DİSK.” DİSK Genel Kurulu, İstanbul. 
February 13. (invited) 

 
2020  Birelma, A. “İnsan Hakları Bağlamında Çalışma Hakları: İş Kazaları, Esnek 

Çalışma ve Sendikal Mücadele.” Hak İnisiyatifi Diyarbakır Şubesi, School of 
Human Rights, Diyarbakır. March 7. (invited) 

 
2019 Birelma, A. “Hukuk ve Demokrasi Krizinin İşçi Sınıfı Perspektifinden 

Görünümü.” Emek ve Adalet Platformu, Türkiye’de Hukuku ve Barışı Aramak, 
İstanbul. November 19. (invited) 

 
2019 Birelma, A. “Interest or morality? What is at stake in the class struggle for the 

working class? An ethnographic inquiry.” Koc Sociology Talks. Koc University, 
İstanbul. May 15. (invited) 

 
2019 Birelma, A. “Emek Haftasının 10. Yılında Öğrenci - İşçi Dayanışması.” Boğaziçi 

Üniversitesi Emek Haftası, İstanbul. May 9. (invited)   
 

2019 Birelma, A. “Emek Hareketinin Serencamı: Dinamikler, Engeller ve Fırsatlar.” 
Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu Sendika Okulu, İstanbul. April 7. (invited) 

 
2019 Birelma, A. “Türkiye Sendikal Hareketinde Aykırı Bir Yeniden Canlanma Vakası: 

TÜMTİS’in Yakın Dönemdeki Atılımı.” Türkiye’nin Büyük Dönüşümü: Ayşe 
Buğra’ya Armağan. Boğaziçi University, İstanbul. February 22. (invited) 
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2018  Birelma, A. “İnsan Hakları Bağlamında Emek Meselesi: İş Kazaları, Esnek 

Çalışma ve Sendikal Mücadele.” Hak İnisiyatifi Diyarbakır Şubesi, School of 
Human Rights, Diyarbakır. December 15. (invited) 

 
2018 Birelma, A. “Emek Hareketinin Serencamı: Dinamikler, Engeller ve Fırsatlar.” 

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Gençlik Okulu, İstanbul. October 13. (invited) 
 
   2018 Birelma, A. and Sert, D. “2017 İşçi Sınıfı Eylemleri Raporu.” Mülkiyeliler Birliği, 

Ankara. July. (invited)  
 
   2018 Adaman, F. and Birelma, A. “Çalışma Hayatında Sosyal Diyaloğun Geliştirilmesi 

Araştırması.” International Labour Organization (ILO), Ankara. July.  
 

2018 Birelma, A. “Etnografya.” İstanbul Milli Eğitim Müdürlüğü, İstanbul Öğretmen 
Akademileri Sosyal Bilimler Enstitüsü. March. (invited) 

 
2018  Birelma, A. “Sendika Nedir? Günümüzde Sendikalar: İmkanlar ve Sınırlar.” 

Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung and Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu, Sendika Okulu. 
March. (invited) 

 
   2018   Birelma, A. “Emeğin Güncel Halleri.” İstanbul Düşünce Evi. March. (invited) 
 

2017 Birelma, A. “Etnografya.” İstanbul Milli Eğitim Müdürlüğü and İstanbul 
Büyükşehir Belediyesi, İstanbul Öğretmen Atölyeleri Eyüp Sosyal Bilimler 
Atölyesi, December. (invited) 

 
2017  Birelma, A. “Çıkar mı? Ahlak Mı? Sınıf Mücadelesinin Doğası Nedir? Etnografik 

Bir Yaklaşım.” Küresel İncelemeler ve Sınıfsal Stratejiler Araştırma Grubu. 
March. (invited) 

 
2016  “Etnografinin Merceğinden Fabrika ve Sınıf Mücadelesi.” European Labour 

Historians Network, Factory History Working Group Workshop, Bilgi 
University. December. (invited) 

 
2015  “İnsan Hakları Bağlamında Emek Meselesi: İş Kazaları, Taşeron İşçilik ve 

Sendikal Mücadele.” MAZLUMDER Diyarbakır Şubesi, School of Human Rights. 
December. (invited) 

 
2015 “Ekmek ve Haysiyet Mücadelesi.” Yeditepe University, Department of 

Sociology. October. (invited) 
 

2015 “Ekmek ve Haysiyet Mücadelesi.” İstanbul Bilgi University, Department of 
Sociology. April. (invited) 

 
2014  “Workers’ Health and Safety for the Subcontractor/Agency Labor.” 

Mazlumder Ankara Şubesi, School of Human Rights. December. (invited) 
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   2014  “Ekmek ve Haysiyet Mücadelesi.” Mimar Sinan University, Department of 
Sociology, October. (invited) 

 
2014  “Türkiye’de Taşeron Çalışma.” Remembering Soma: Symposium for Justice, 

Truth and Struggle, Bogazici University, October. (invited) 
 

2013 “‘İşçi Sınıfı’nın Peşinde Bir Etnografi.” II. Workshop on Qualitative Research, 
TMMOB Mimarlar Odası İstanbul Şubesi. March. (invited) 

 
2012 "İstanbul'un bir işçi mahallesinde işçi öznellikleri." Sociology Workshops 5 – 

Labor and Work Life, Mimar Sinan University, Department of Sociology, May. 
(invited) 

 
2009  “Neo-liberalism and Labor.” Workshop on Neoliberalism, Social Policy Forum, 

Bogazici University, May.   
 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 

 
   2017-  Assistant Professor, Ozyegin University. 
 
   2016-18  Part-time Instructor, Graduate Program in Social Policy, Bogazici University. 
 
   2016-17 Instructor, Ozyegin University. 
 
   2011-16 Part-time Instructor, Ozyegin University. 
 
   2015-16 Researcher, Social Policy Forum, Bogazici University. 
 
   2012-13 Research Assistant, Bogazici University Scientific Research Fund. 
 
   2008-10 Instructor, Ataturk Institute for Modern Turkish History, Bogazici University.  
 
   2007-08 Teaching Assistant, History of Modern Turkey, Bahcesehir University.  
 

2006-07 Res. Assistant, Ataturk Institute for Modern Turkish History, Bogazici 
University. 

 
 
COURSES OFFERED 

 
   2010 - Modern Turkish History I – II 
 
   2018 - Sociology of Work and Employment 
 
   2017 -  Labor and Labor Movements in the Contemporary World (graduate) 
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PROJECTS 

 
2017-18 ILO and Ministry of Labor and Social Security, Field research on the 

perceptions of society on trade unions, employers’ organizations and social 
dialogue in Turkey. Team: Fikret Adaman, Ayşe Buğra, Alpkan Birelma, Volkan 
Yılmaz, Aziz Çelik. Project website: http://sosyaldiyalog.org/ 

 
2016-17 Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Trade Unions in Transformation. 

https://www.fes.de/gewerkschaften/common/pdf/2017_paper_Tuemtis_Tur
key_draft_EN.pdf 

 
2016 UNDP, A case study in Regional Human Development Report: Income and 

social inequalities in Turkey. Team: Ayşe Buğra and Volkan Yılmaz, with Alpkan 
Birelma, Burçak Gürsoy, Yasemin Taşkın, Zeynep Berra Dodurka, Başak Ekim 
Akkan, İpek Göçmen. 
http://www.tr.undp.org/content/turkey/en/home/library/human_developme
nt/socialinequalities.html 

 
2012-13 Bogazici University, Bilimsel Araştırma Projeleri, Öznellik ve Failliklerin 

Sınıfsallığı: İstanbul’un Bir Çeper Mahallesinde Kentsel Mekan ve Çalışma 
Hayatı, 6340 no'lu Proje. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

 
American Sociological Association (ASA) 

ASA Sections: Labor and Labor Movements; Altruism, Morality and Social Solidarity 
 
Emek Çalışmaları Topluluğu 
 
 
PEER REVIEW SERVICE 

 
New Perspectives on Turkey 
 
 
RECOMMENDERS 

 
Prof. Dr. Ayşe Buğra 
Social Policy Forum, Bogazici University 
bugray@boun.edu.tr 
 
 
Prof. Dr. Çağlar Keyder 
Comparative Studies in History and 
Society, Koc University 
keyder@boun.edu.tr 
 
 

Paul Durrenberger 
Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, The 
Pennsylvania State University  
epd2@psu.edu 
 
Dr. Michael Fichter 
Center for Labor Relations, Freie 
Universitat Berlin 
michael.fichter@fu-berlin.de 

http://sosyaldiyalog.org/
https://www.fes.de/gewerkschaften/common/pdf/2017_paper_Tuemtis_Turkey_draft_EN.pdf
https://www.fes.de/gewerkschaften/common/pdf/2017_paper_Tuemtis_Turkey_draft_EN.pdf
http://www.tr.undp.org/content/turkey/en/home/library/human_development/socialinequalities.html
http://www.tr.undp.org/content/turkey/en/home/library/human_development/socialinequalities.html

