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ÖZYEĞİN UNIVERSITY
SEED RESEARCH GRANT PROGRAM
The Office of the Vice President for Research, Innovation, and Impact (VPRII) is pleased to announce the 3rd Özyeğin University Seed Research Grant Program. This program aims to provide support for innovative, early-stage research projects across all disciplines, including business, engineering, social sciences, aviation and aeronautical sciences, law, architecture and design, and applied sciences.
The primary objectives of the program are to foster free-minded and conceptually unconstrained scientific research, to contribute to the accumulation of global scientific knowledge, and to promote scientific development in Turkey. Where applicable, the transfer of knowledge and technology to industry is also a key consideration. However, the program is not intended to provide additional funding for ongoing projects.
This seed fund program is open to all full-time Özyeğin University faculty members. In the evaluation process, interdisciplinary proposals led by principal investigators (PIs) from at least two different colleges will be given priority.
Following a competitive selection process, successful applicants will be awarded up to 200.000 TL per project for a maximum duration of one year.

Project Budget: 
· The project budget may include costs for equipment, supplies, travel, and services. We do not ask for invoices/proformas, but make sure your cost estimates are realistic.
· Travel expenses for attending national or international conferences cannot be included in the project's travel budget.
· Travel expenses for field trips essential to the execution of the project may be included in the travel budget. A detailed justification must be provided, outlining the necessity of the field trip for the project.
· Graduate student costs are not eligible for inclusion in the project budget.
Timeline:
· Announcement of the program	: 1 October 
· Deadline for applications	: 31 October  (until 24:00 – midnight)
· Notification of decisions	: 1 December 
· Commencement of funding	: 1 January (Happy New Year!)
Application Procedure: 
· Required documents: Project Proposal Form, CV, and ÖzU Ethics Committee Approval Letter (if applicable).
· Applications must be submitted electronically (in PDF format) to grants@ozyegin.edu.tr.


Post-Application Process 
1. Eligibility Check:
Applications will undergo an eligibility check conducted by the TTO within five days following the submission deadline:
· Submissions received after the announced deadline will not be considered.
· Incomplete submissions will be disqualified.
· Proposals must adhere to the format outlined in the provided form.

2. Panel Review:
Eligible proposals will be evaluated by a Review Panel comprising the President, Vice Presidents, Deans, and Graduate School Directors. 
If applicants wish to make a presentation, eligible applicants will be invited to present their proposals to the Review Panel. Presentations should be brief and limited to 10 minutes, followed by a Q&A session where applicants will address queries from panel members. Once all eligible proposals have been reviewed, the panel will discuss and assess the proposals based on the evaluation criteria, calibrate the final scores, and establish a ranking list of proposals that meet the quality threshold.
The panel will evaluate the proposals according to two primary criteria: Scientific & Research Quality and Researcher. To assist in making the final decision, each panel member will score different aspects of these two criteria. Following the panel's review, short letters will be sent to each applicant, informing them of either approval or rejection. These letters will not contain scores—only the pass/fail decision.
Contracts for the awarded projects will be prepared by the TTO and signed before the expected commencement date of January 1st.

3. Post-Review Process:
· Top-ranking projects will be supported.
· The number of supported projects will depend on the number of high-quality proposals and the available operating budget.
· Contracts will be prepared and signed.
· A final project report must be submitted to the TTO.
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