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Entering 2026 with Renewed 
Strength and Shared Purpose 

 
We closed the year 2025 with sorrow and a deep sense of loss 
following the passing of Professor Orhan Hacıhasanoğlu, 
who is the founding dean of the Faculty of Architecture and 
Design. As the FAD family, we came together to welcome 2026 
with renewed hope and strength.  
 
As we complete the academic year while simultaneously 
carrying out many activities, looking back on this intense 
period, we see that we have created a picture to be proud of as 
the FAD family.  
 
We have successfully implemented curriculum revisions, 
achieved positive results in the YKS outcomes for our faculty, 
and entered a period of rapid development in research and 
publication, while also carrying out numerous other initiatives. 
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Editorial Board 

Beyza Şat, Ph.D.  
Can Bora Sezer  

Faculty 
Achievements & 
Awards 

Özü FAD members Dr. 
Begüm Diker (design team 
member) and Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Doğa Dinemis Aman 
(consultant) and their team 
led by Dr. Batu 
Kepekçioğlu received 
Purchase Award at the 
“Bursa Setbaşı–Yeşil–
Emirsultan Historical Axis 
Urban Design Competition”. 
The design seeks to restore 
Bursa’s disrupted 
topography, water system, 
and urban fabric by 
reinterpreting historical 
traces, highlighting 
monumental structures at a 
human scale, revealing 
stream corridors, and 
enhancing public space 
through continuous 
pedestrianization. 

OZU FAD NEWSLETTER 
Bulletin | Jul-Dec | Vol. 9: No. 4



Özyeğin University Faculty of Architecture and Design 16 January 2026

Events, Talks & Faculty 
Activities 
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Derya Yorgancıoğlu was an invited speaker 
at the Symposium Advancing Interdisciplinary Design 
Education in a Multicultural Context, at Shandong University 
of Art & Design (SUAD) in China on October 16-17. The 
title of the speech was “From Design Thinking to Design 
Literacy”  

Derya Yorgancıoğlu was also an invited speaker at the Design 
Symposium in Nanjing Normal University (NNU) and the 
School of Fine Arts of Nanjing Normal University (NNU-
A) in China on October 18-19. Title: “Design Literacy 
Perspective in Higher Education.” We congratulate Derya 
Yorgancıoğlu and wish her continued success. 

Dr. Luca Orlandi and Dr. Ayşe Bike Baykara conducted the 
workshop and internship program, focusing on the virtual 
and immersive 3D reconstruction of the Obelisk of 
Theodosius. After they gave a seminar that aimed to showcase 
interdisciplinary approaches to architectural reconstruction 
through immersive technologies and digital archaeology. 

Prof. Dr. Ayşın Paşamehmetoğlu from the Faculty of 
Applied Sciences and Nilay Yalkan Yöndem, User Services 
Team Manager of the ÖzÜ Library, gave a seminar titled 
“Effective Publication Strategies in Architecture and Design 
Research” on September 18.  Additionally, Prof. Dr. Ayşın 
Paşamehmetoğlu gave another seminar titled “The Path to 
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A team led by Derya Ekim 
Öztepe, under the consultant 
of Assist Prof. Dr. Beyza Şat, 
was awarded the second prize 
in the “Biga Çiçeklidede 
Square and Park and Its Close 
Surroundings National Urban 
Design and Architectural 
Project Idea Competition. 
 
Assist Prof. Dr Luca Orlandi 
got the Societal Impact Seed 
Grant with the Proposal titled 
“The Living Heritage Route: A 
Sustainable Framework for 
Sinan’s 16th-Century 
Infrastructures on the Edirne-
Istanbul Sultan’s Road”.  We 
congratulate him and wish him 
success.  
 
Our PhD student Bita Akhgar, 
supervised by Prof. Dr. Aslıhan 
Ünlü, has received approval for 
her TÜBİTAK 1002 project 
entitled “Kinetic Energy 
Harvesting from Facades: A 
Piezoelectric Approach for 
Smart Building Skins.” 
We congratulate both her and 
Prof. Dr. Aslıhan Ünlü. 
 
With the decision of the 
University Executive Board 
dated 04.11.2025 and 
numbered 2025/20, Aslı 
Ağırbaş has been appointed 
as Professor and Doğa 
Dinemis Aman as Associate 
Professor to the Faculty of 
Architecture and Design. We 
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Academic Publications: Qualitative and Quantitative Data 
Analysis in Architecture and Design” on October 10. Those 
were very fruitful seminars from the aspect of manuscript 
production; we thank them all. 

The training titled “Effective Use of Artificial Intelligence in 
Teaching and Learning Processes in Higher Education,” 
conducted within the scope of our university’s TÜBİTAK 2237-A 
project, was held at our faculty at B226 on September 17–19, 
2025. Dr. Ayşe Ceren Bilge and Dr. Beyza Şat from our faculty 
participated in the training. At the end of the program, certificates 
were awarded to all participants. 

 
Assoc . Prof . Dr. Özgür Göçer 
(Un ive r s i t y o f Sydney ) gave a 
presentation on interdisciplinary thinking 
and the contributions of different 
research fields to architecture and design 
on the 4th of December at G25 Hall. 

Architect Caner Bilgin, whose many 
projects have recently received national and 
international awards, gave a seminar on 
October 1,  titled “3 Geographies, 3 
Projects” in Hall G25. It was a very fruitful 
event.  

During OzU AI Week 2025, Associate Prof. Aslı Ağırbaş 
delivered the session “From Vision to Autonomy: Toward Self-
Building Architecture,” offering an inspiring exploration of how 
artificial intelligence and automation may reshape the future of 
architectural practice. Following this, Bora Sezer contributed with 
the session “AI, Cinema, and the Politics of Illusion: Deepfakes 
Between Social Construction and Legal Boundaries,” providing a 
critical analysis of how AI-generated deepfakes challenge 
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Two Seed Research 
Projects from the Faculty of 
Architecture and Design 
were selected for funding. 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ferhan 
Hasmaden’s project titled 
“SONIQ: Mekânsal Akustik 
Kalitesinin 
Değerlendirilmesi İçin 
Ölçüm ve Simülasyon 
Tabanlı Hesaplama Aracı 
Geliştirilmesi” and Assist 
Prof. Dr. Atanur Andıç’s 
project titled “Analyzing 
Human–AI Communication 
through Simulation Games 
to Design Co-Creative 
Collaboration Frameworks” 
were the projects selected 
for funding. We 
congratulate them and 
wish them success.  
 
Asist Prof. Dr.  İlker 
Özorhon’s project titled 
“Development of an 
Outdoor Classroom (OC) 
Design Model for 
Kindergartens and 
Identification of Turkey-
Specific Strategies,” in 
which Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Güliz Özorhon and Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Ebru Karahan 
serve as researchers, has 
been accepted among the 
projects approved under 
the TÜBİTAK 1001 – 
2025/1 call. We 
congratulate them and 
wish them success. 
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traditional notions of authorship, authenticity, and visual 
epistemology within contemporary cultural production. 

Publications 
BOOKS

Orlandi, L., Pedone, S. (editors). “Pietro Canonica e Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk. La presenza italiana nei primi anni della 
Repubblica di Turchia - Pietro Canonica and Atatürk. Pietro 
Canonica and Mustafa Kemal Atatürk The Italian presence in the 
early years of the Republic of Türkiye”, Istituto Italiano di Cultura, 
Istanbul, 2025, pp. 296. ISBN 978-975-7035-13-8, ISBN 
978-975-7035-14-5 (ebook).

 
BOOKS CHAPTERS

Özgün, K. 2025. “Hydro Patterns”, In E. F. I. Gilabert, M. 
Luzárraga, & A. Muiño (Eds.), 100 Words for Water: A Projective 
Ecosocial Vocabulary (pp. 113). Lars Muller Publishers. https://
books.google.com.tr/books?id=bPRG0QEACAAJ  

Orlandi, L. 2025. “Some observations on Pietro Canonica’s travels 
to Türkiye and her monumental sculptures on Atatürk and the 
Republic of Türkiye”, in “Pietro Canonica and Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk Italian presence in the early years of the Turkish 
Republic”, Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Istanbul, pp. 97-127. ISBN 
978-975-7035-13-8, ISBN 978-975-7035-14-5 (ebook) 

Orlandi, L. 2025. “Türkiye’deki mimarlik kültürüne İtalyan 
katkisi: tarih, tasarim ve restorasyon arasinda” in Magnarelli, M. - 
Orlandi, L. (EDs), “Segni di Diplomazia. Gli edifici della 
Rappresentanza Italiana in Turchia Istanbul: Ege Yayınları, 2025, 
pp. 21-25, ISBN 978-625-6212-48-0. 

Orlandi, L. 2025. “Visions of the Past: Italian Perspectives on 
Ottoman Rhodes through the studies of Hermes Balducci”, in 
“Conversation in the Library. Cengiz Aktar, Tarık Tüten (EDs.), 
Hafiz Ahmed Ağa and Ahmet Fethi Paşa Foundation, Terebinthos, 
I s t a n b u l – L e r o s – R h o d e s , p p . 3 1 3 - 3 3 2 . I S B N 
978-625-96330-2-2. 
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Among the projects 
submitted to MimED 2025 
produced during the fall 
and/or spring semesters of 
the 2024-2025 academic 
year, the works mentioned 
were selected through the 
preliminary evaluation and 
deemed worthy of exhibition 
at ITU Taşkışla: 
 
the projects by Gözde Çetin 
developed in Arch 102 under 
the supervision of Assist 
Prof. Dr. Burçin Mizrak 
Bilen, the project by Elif 
Olten in Arch 201 under the 
supervision of Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Nevşet Gül Çanakçıoğlu 
and Beril Baş, the project by 
Zeynep Güven in Arch 202 
under the supervision of 
Assist Prof. Dr. Işılay 
Akkoyun Tekçe, the projects 
by Gizem Çiftçi and Berçin 
Şen produced in Arch 301 
and Arch 302 under the 
supervision of Assist Prof. 
Dr. Cansu Günaydın 
Donduran, the project by 
Deren Onur in MİM 202 
supervised by Assoc. Prof. 
Dr. Güliz Özorhon and 
Gülbin Lekesiz, and the 
project by Yusuf Emre and 
Eren Kılıç developed in MİM 
401 under the supervision of 
Assist Prof. Dr. Demet 
Mutman Uluengin. We 
congratulate them all.  

https://books.google.com.tr/books?id=bPRG0QEACAAJ
https://books.google.com.tr/books?id=bPRG0QEACAAJ
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Orlandi, L. 2025. “Architectural transformations in Ottoman Galata under the new Muslim rulers 
(15th-19th century)”, in “Urban Façade: Istanbul Waterfront”, A. Camiz, Ö. Özkuvancı Şimşir 
(EDs), Dynamic Research on Urban Morphology (DRUM), Drum Press, Istanbul pp. 74-87. 
ISBN 978-1-326-99893-6. 
 
RESEARCH AND REVIEW PAPERS

Yorgancıoğlu, D.; Aydınlı, S.; Şat, B.; Aman, D.D.; Mızrak Bilen B. 2025. “Enhancing First-Year 
Design Education through an Active Learning Strategy: The ARCH 101 Case”, International 
Journal of Art & Design Education. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/jade.12607 

Sen, U.; Yucedag, C.; Balcı, B.; Arıcı, ，S.; Kocar, G.; ，Sat, B.; Viegas, C.; Goncalves, M.; 
Miranda, I.; Pereira, H. 2025. “A First Process-Oriented Characterization of Eriolobus trilobatus 
(Labill. ex Poiret) Bark from Turkey: Chemical, Morphological and Energy Properties”. 
Processes, 13, 3946. https://doi.org/10.3390/pr13123946  

Yorgancıoğlu, D., Kömez Dağlıoğlu, E., & Çapa Aydın, Y. 2025. “Current Perspectives of 
Design Thinking and Design Literacy: Rethinking Design Beyond Disciplinary Boundaries”. 
Form Akademisk, 18 (1). https://doi.org/10.7577/formakademisk.6073 

Eş, E.; Özorhon, G. 2025 “Experiencing the City with Art and Art with the City: The Case of the 
17th Istanbul Biennial”, DEPARCH Journal of Design Planning and Aesthetics Research, 4(2), 
181-203. https://doi.org/10.63673/DepArch.2025.46 

Yorgancıoğlu, D. 2025. "Afetler Karşısında Mimarlık ve Eğitimi" Temalı 13. Mimarlık ve Eğitim 
Kurultayı'ndan (MEKXIII) Türkiye'de Mimarlık Mesleği ve Mimarlık Eğitimine 
Bakış, Mimarlık, 446, 18-23.  
http://www.mo.org.tr/mimarlikDergisiDocs/pdf/MIMARLIK446.pdf 

Sen, U.; Balcı, B.; Arıcı, S, Sat, B.; Miranda, I.; Pereira, H. 2025 “Chemical Composition and 
Reactivity of Quercus pubescens Bark and Bark Fractions for Thermochemical Biorefinery 
Applications”. Processes, 13, 3484. https://doi.org/0.3390/pr13113484  

Hajizadeh, S.; Tajer, E.; Şat, B.; Feyzi, M.; Akhgar, B.; Sarlı, S.; Tepe, A.C. 2025. 
“Multifunctional Evaluation of Urban Green Infrastructure for Combating Climate Change: A 
Case of Sancaktepe District in Istanbul Metropolitan City”, Inżynieria Mineralna- Journal of the 
Polish Mineral Engineering Society  Vol 2 (2). https://doi.org/10.29227/IM-2025-02-02-086  

Özorhon İ.F.; Özorhon, G.; Lekesiz, G. 2025 “Designing a preschool outdoor classroom in early 
childhood education: a case from Istanbul”, JOEE Journal of Outdoor and Environmental 
Education, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42322-025-00232-5 

Özorhon, G.; Özorhon, İ.F.; Hacıhasanoğlu, O. 2025. “Evaluating the Association for the 
Accreditation of Architectural Education (MİAK) in Türkiye: A Comparative Analysis Within the 
Framework of the Canberra Accord and UNESCO-UIA Standards”, European Journal of 
Education Research, Development and Policy Vol 61 (1),   
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https://doi.org/10.1111/ejed.70375 

Diker, B., Yazıcıoğlu, F. 2025. “Technical and financial analysis of energy efficiency measures 
taken for transforming existing qualified residential buildings into nZEB: The case of 
Istanbul” Gazi Üniversitesi Mühendislik Mimarlık Fakültesi Dergisi, 40(4), 2219-2236. 
https://doi.org/10.17341/gazimmfd.1567069  

Orlandi, L. 2025. “Tito Lacchia: un architetto a Istanbul nei primi decenni del Novecento”, 
Disegnare Idee Immagini / Drawing Ideas Images, Fall issue (70). ISSN 1123-9247,  

Orlandi, L. 2025. “Galata’da Podestà Sarayı: Koruma ve Spekülasyon Arasında Unutulan Bir 
Ceneviz Mirası”, in Istanbul City Walls Project / Galata Walls, Koç University Sevgi Gönül 
Center for Byzantine Studies (GABAM) https://istanbulsurlari.ku.edu.tr/tr/essay/88/galata-da-
podest-sarayi-koruma-ve-spekulasyon-arasinda-unutulan-bir-ceneviz-mirasi 

PROCEEDINGS

Yorgancıoğlu, D., Kömez Dağlıoğlu, E., & Çapa Aydın, Y. 2025. “Design Literacy in 
Undergraduate Education for Non-Design Fields”, LearnXDesign 2025 Conference: 
Intertwinia in Design Education, September 22- 24, the University of Aveiro, Portugal. 
https://www.lxd2025.com/p-s-day-1-afternoon/ 

Magnarelli, M. - Orlandi, L. 2015. “Segni di Diplomazia. Gli edifici della Rappresentanza 
Italiana In Turchia / Diplomasinin İzleri. Türkiye’deki İtalyan Temsilcilik Yapilari”, Istanbul: 
Ege Yayınları, 2025, pp. 274, ISBN 978-625-6212-48-0 

Orlandi, L.; Ekiz, Z. S. 2025. “A Contemporary Glimpse to the Conservation of Modernist 
Architecture in Türkiye (1923-1963)”, IFAU ’25, November 20-22, Polytechnic University of 
Tirana, Albania. 

Orlandi, L. 2025. “Sinan and the Imperial Road. The formation of an ‘Ottoman landscape, 
Sultans Trail: Close Encounters of East and West', Symposium Sultans Trail, November 
14-15, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Niš, Serbia.  

Orlandi, L.; Ekiz, Z. S. 2025. “Interpreting Post-1960 Turkish Modernism through 
Architectural Journals: Pluralist Reflections”, IC-ASP 2025, 14th International Conference on 
Architecture and Spatial Planning, October 23-25, UBT Science and Innovation Park, 
Prishtinë, Kosovo. 
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