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2020-2021 Academic Year



2019 - 2020 Academic Year Summary 


If  2019-2020 was an academic year of  successful adaption to unanticipated and trying 
circumstances, for the Department of  International Relations at Özyeğin University, 2020-2021 is a 
year of  steady growth.  Within the restrictive condition of  the pandemic, our Department was able 
to offer our students a quality online education program, characterized by innovative practices and 
student-centered focus. This innovation applied to our research endeavors.  We inaugurated a new 
seminar series, “Talks on a World in Crisis” that sought to marshal the perspectives of  a diverse set 
of  exceptional scholars in order to help our community makes sense of  a world that seems to be in a 
state of  crisis. We conducted two book talk events on topic ranging from the seminal events of  the 
history of  this country to the future of  the capitalist system. We also hosted a number of  academics 
who provided varied perspectives on current issues in international relations. Despite the pandemic, 
members of  our department participated in twenty-six conference or presentation events and 
nineteen seminar and workshop events.  We continued a strong production of  scholarly publications, 
for a total of  twenty-three journal articles, book chapters and books. Thirty-five media appearances 
are testament to the commitment of  our faculty to engage with the broader public. More 
importantly we participated in a series of  seminars organized by the Social Science Faculty whose 
aim was to support our community in these trying times. We also conducted some events whose goal 
was to help students with future opportunities in a global environment. 


Indeed, the basis of  our work this academic year prepares us for the explosion of  activity the will 
follow in the next academic year. Our department is preparing to inaugurate a Master’s Degree 
Program. We have welcomed two new scholars to our community. We are thus ready to provide our 
students with a novel, innovative outstanding educational experience for 2021-2022.  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Conferences and Presentation (26)

Prof. Evren Balta – Invited Speaker for “Turkey and Russia in Turbulent Times” Panel, IPSA-AISP 
2021 World Conference.


Prof. Evren Balta – Invited Book Panel “The American 
Passport in Turkey: National Citizenship in the Age of  
Transnationalism”, ASN 2020 World Convention


Prof. Evren Balta – Ulusaldan Küresele: Popülizm, 
Demokrasi, Güvenlik 10-11 Aralık 2020, Işık Üniversitesi 
Popülistler Nasıl Yenilir: 2019 İstanbul Seçimleri Örneği 
(Seda Demiralp ile birlikte)


Prof. Evren Balta –  “Panel, `Dünya, Bati ve Türkiye: 
Güncel Jeopolitik Eğilimler ve Dünya Düzenin Geleceği` 
TUSIAD, 18 Ekim 2019”


Prof. Evren Balta – Korku Toplumlarında Devlet ve 
Toplum İlişkileri- Nilüfer Belediyesi- 22 Eylul


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkey as a Regional Security Actor- CMI ve UIK Paneli, 21 Eylul


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkey in the Black Sea- CMI ve UIK Paneli, 28. Eylul


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkey in the Levant - CMI ve UIK Paneli 5 Ekim


Prof. Evren Balta – Salgın Sonrası Küresel Güç Dengesi - TUSİAD Dış Politika Forumu- 22 Ekim 


Prof. Evren Balta – A Debate on the End of  the Western Model with Pankaj Mishra- Istanbul Policy 
Center- 20 Ekim


Prof. Evren Balta – Sesli Düşünmüyorum: COVID Sonrasında Toplumsal Yaşam.


Prof. Evren Balta – “Russia and Turkey in the Middle East.” IFEA. May 3.


Prof. Evren Balta – “Cooperative Competition or Competitive 
Cooperation? Russian-Turkish Relations Today.” ELIAMEP. 
May 5.


Prof. Evren Balta – British Diplomatic Academy - Populism 
and pandemic - April 30


Assoc. Prof. Ebru Ertugal – “Exploring new territory: The 
Turkish policy style”, Council for European Studies, June 
21-25 2021.


Assoc. Prof. Ebru Ertugal – “Dif ferentiated de-
Europeanization: exploring patterns at the policy level'', 
Council for European Studies, June 21-25 2021. 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Assoc. Prof. Deniz Sert – “Globalization for all? 
Migration and Mobil ity in the World,” 
International Scientific Conference on Towards a 
Better Future: Human Rights, Organized Crime 
and Digital Society, University of  St. Kliment 
Ohridski, Faculty of  Law, Bitola, October 3, 2020.


Assoc. Prof. Deniz Sert – “Turkey in the 
Mediterranean,” Webinar, Panelist, International 
Relations Council of  Turkey and Chr. Michelsen 
Institute of  Norway, October 12, 2020.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Fragile States and Natural Resources: East Mediterranen Energy Claims 
and the Migration Challenge,” Roundtable Webinar, Heinrich Böll Stiftung, October 22, 2020.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Covid-19'un Barış ve Çatışmaya Etkileri,” Global Akademi Konuşmaları 
V, Webinar, Uluslararası İlişkiler Konseyi, October 22, 2020


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Türkiye’deki Suriyeliler,” Uluslararası İlişkiler Konseyi & Ankara 
Politikalar Merkezi Webinar, April 21, 2021.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “AB-Türkiye İlişkilerinde Göç Olgusu,” İzmir Ekonomi Üniversitesi 
Sosyoloji Panelleri I, Webinar, December 2, 2020


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “İstanbul'un Hayaletleri: Güvencesizliğin kıyısında Afganlar / Ghosts of  
Istanbul: Afghans at the Margins of  Precarity," GAR & IFEA-Amimo Seminar, February 25, 2021. 
(With Didem Danış & Sibel Karadağ).


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Better Lives for Refugees in Turkey? An Assessment of  FRIT Projects,” 
Webinar: 5th Anniversary of  the EU-Turkey Deal An Academic Overview, March 18, 2021.


Assist. Prof.  Samarjit Ghosh – "Security as a 'Lived 
Process': A Report from the 'Fields' in Mumbai, Istanbul, 
and New York" Millennium Conference, ““Everyday 
Articulations, Acts and Artifacts” panel, 22 October 2020


Assist. Prof.  Samarjit Ghosh – International Studies 
Association Convention - "Security as a 'Lived Process': A 
Report from the 'Fields' in Mumbai, Istanbul, and New 
York" - on the panel 'Rights Claims and Creative Refusal: 
Security, Violence, and the Everyday', 7 April 2021


Assist. Prof.  Erzen Öncel – Sosyal Bilimler Fakültesi 
Bulusmalar Dİzisi "Karar Alma", 6 Nisan 2021 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Workshops and Seminars (18)

Prof. Evren Balta – Avrupa Siyaset Okulu- Türk Dis 
Politikasi- 7 Eylul


Prof. Evren Balta – Korku egemenliginin devlet-toplum 
iliskilerine etkisi- arrih Bulusmalari- Nilufer Belediyesi- 
Tarih Vakfi


Prof. Evren Balta – Amerikan Seçimleri Üzerine, 
Marmara Üniversitesi, MURCIR


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkish-Russian Relations, 10 Aralık, 
Heinrich Boll Foundation, Berlin


Prof. Evren Balta – Türkiye-Rusya İlişkileri, Sabancı 
Universitesi Politikalar Klübü


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkiye- Rusya Iliiskileri- Bogazici 
Universitesi PS grubu-18 ARalik


Prof. Evren Balta – Salgin ve Iktidar- Anadolu Universiesi 
Sosyal ilimler Fakultesi


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkey and Russia afer Biden- 
Diplomatic Representatives in Ankara


Prof. Evren Balta – US Elections and Their Implications for 
the EU-TR Relations _Turkey Europe Fuure Forum- 18 
January


Prof. Evren Balta – Turkish-Russian Relations- 15 Kasim- 
Turkey Seminar Series at tthe Washington Institute


Assist. Prof.  Deniz Erkmen – Emergency Rule in Turkey: An Exceptional Measure or Everyday 
Strategy of  Ruling? With Mert Arslanalp. At ONLINE TALKS ON TURKEY co-organised by 
Network Turkey, Blickwechsel: Contemporary Turkey Studies and CEST. September 10, 2020.


Assoc. Prof.  Ebru Ertugal – 22 Şubat 2021 - GLODEM, Koç 
Universitesi


Assist. Prof.  Arda Güçler – "Competing Frameworks in Global 
Health Governance during the COVID-19 Pandemic," 
American University in Dubai's Department of  International 
and Middle Eastern Studies Spring Workshop 


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Dünya Göç Tarihi,” ASAM 
Akademi Açılış Dersi, Online, October 8, 2020.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “European Integration, Migration 
and Mobility,” Kadir Has Seminar, Jean Monnet Chair on 
Hybrid Threats in the EU, January 20, 2021.
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Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Göç Çalışmalarına Giriş”, GAR Akademi FES Bahar Dersleri I, April 6, 
2021.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Revisiting the 1951 Refugee Convention,” RCMUN Seminar, Robert 
College, April 10, 2021.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Migration and European Integration: Political and Societal 
Implications,” Jean Monnet Lecture, Altınbaş University, May 18, 2021.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Göçler: Uluslararası, Zorunlu, Düzensiz / Migrations: International, 
Forced, Irregular,” Marmara University Geography Club Humanistic Frame Event, June 5, 2021. 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Publications (19)

~ Articles ~


Prof. Evren Balta – (2021) Defeating Populists: The Case 
of  2019 Istanbul Elections. South European Society and Politics, 
(wi th Seda Demira lp ) DOI: ht tps ://doi .org/
10.1080/13608746.2021.1923639


Prof. Evren Balta – (2021) Populist Attitudes and 
Conspiratorial Thinking. Party Politics, (with Cristóbal 
Rovira Kaltwasser, and Alper H Yagci). DOI: https://
doi.org/10.1177/13540688211003304


Assist. Prof.  Deniz Erkmen – (2021) Flexible Selves in 
Flexible Times? Yoga and Neoliberal Subjectivities in 
I s t a n b u l . S o c i o l o g y , D O I : h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g /

10.1177/0038038521998930


Assoc. Prof.  Ebru Ertugal – (2021) Hidden phases of  de-Europeanization: Insights from Historical 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m , Jo u r n a l o f  E u r o p e a n I n t e g r a t i o n , D O I : h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g /
10.1080/07036337.2020.1869955


Assist. Prof.  Arda Güçler – (2020) Why so Timely? Politics of  Representation and Its Entanglement 
in Presentism, Philosophy & Social Criticism 46(2): 224-246. DOI: https://doi.org/
10.1177/0191453719839452


Assist. Prof.  Faik Gür & Assist. Prof.  Arda Güçler –  
(2021) More than a Sovereign Symbol? The Public 
Reception of  the Early Monumental Statues of  Atatürk in 
Turkey, Nations and Nationalism.


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – (2021) Framing Syrians in 
Turkey: State Control and No Crisis Discourse, International 
Migration, 59(1):197-214 (with Didem Danış). DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1111/imig.12753 


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – (2021) Book Review: De Wilde, 
P., Koopmans, R., Merkel, W., Strijbis, O., & Zürn, M. 
(Eds.). The Struggle Over Borders: Cosmopolitanism and 
Communitarianism, Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of  
R e v i e ws , 50 (3 ) : 226-8 . DOI: h t tps ://do i .org/
10.1177/00943061211006085i


Assist. Prof.  Konstantinos Travlos – (2021) Insulating Peace: Managerial Coordination in Durable 
Security Complexes, International Studies Review. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1093/isr/viab015 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~ Book Chapters ~


Prof. Evren Balta – (2020) “Salgin, Kriz ve Ulus Devlet”, in Salgin: Tukenis Ccaginda Dunyayi Yeniden 
Dusunmek, Didem Bayındır (ed.), Istanbul: Can Yayinlari.


Prof. Evren Balta – (2020) “Rusya”, in Balkan ve Karadeniz Ulkelerinde Guncel Tarih Ders Kitaplarinda 
Osmanli-Turk Imaji, Mehmet Hacisalihoglu (ed.), Istanbul: Balkar.


Assist. Prof.  Arda Güçler – (2020) “Nations and Nationalism”, in Encyclopedia of  the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, Dr. Walter Leal Filho, Dr. Pinar Gökçin Özuyar, 
& Dr. Anabela Marisa Azul (eds.), London: Springer International Publishing.


Assist. Prof.  Arda Güçler – (2020) “Political Inclusion”, in Encyclopedia of  the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, Dr. Walter Leal Filho, Dr. Pinar Gökçin Özuyar, 
& Dr. Anabela Marisa Azul (eds.), London: Springer International Publishing.


 Assist. Prof.  Arda Güçler – (2021) 'Demokrasi", in Çağdaş Siyaset Teorisi, Muhammed A. Ağcan (ed.), 
İstanbul: İstanbul Bilgi Universitesi Yayınları.


Assist. Prof.  Faik Gür – (2021) “From Empires Past to Nation State: Figurative Public Statues in 
Istanbul”, in Public Statues across Time and Culture, Christopher Dickenson (ed.), Abingdon: Routledge 
(with Melis Taner and Deniz Türker).


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – (2020) “The Greek-Turkish War and the Waves of  Migration: 
Redemption or Devastation?”, in Konstantinos Travlos (ed.), Salvation and Catastrophe: The Greek-
Turkish War 1919-1922, Lanham MA: Lexington Books (with Fulya F. Türkmen).


Assist. Prof.  Konstantinos Travlos – (2020) “The Correlates of  Obsession: Selectorate Dynamics 
and the Decision of  Venizelos for Military Intervention in Asia Minor.", in Konstantinos Travlos 
(ed.), Salvation and Catastrophe: The Greek-Turkish War 1919-1922, Lanham MA: Lexington Books.


Assist. Prof.  Konstantinos Travlos – (2020) "Post-Script: Alternative Paths Not Taken?", in 
Konstantinos Travlos (ed.), Salvation and Catastrophe: The Greek-Turkish War 1919-1922, Lanham MA: 
Lexington Books.


Assist. Prof.  Konstantinos Travlos – (2020) "Introduction", in Konstantinos Travlos (ed.), Salvation 
and Catastrophe: The Greek-Turkish War 1919-1922, Lanham MA: Lexington Books.
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~ Books ~


Prof. Evren Balta – (Forthcoming) Gelecek Siyaseti,  Istanbul: Ayrıntı Yayınları (with Fuat Keyman).


Prof. Evren Balta – (2021) Tedirginlik Çağı-Şiddet Aidiyet ve Siyaset Üzerine (new edition), Istanbul: 
İletişim Yayınları.


Prof. Evren Balta – (2021) Küresel Güvenlik Kompleksi / Uluslararası Siyaset ve Güvenlik (new edition), 
Istanbul: İletişim Yayınları.


Assist. Prof. Konstantinos Travlos – (2020) Salvation and Catastrophe: The Greek-Turkish War 1919-1922, 
Lanham MA: Lexington Books (editor).
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Media Appearance, Journal/Newspaper Interviews and Civil Society 
Activities (35)


~ Media Appearance ~


Prof. Evren Balta – Ortadogu ve Rusya- Medyascope- 14 Eylul 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – "Nasıl Bir Dünya? Nasıl Bir Türkiye? Salgin ve Populizm Medyascope- 24 Eylul 
2020


Prof. Evren Balta – Tele1- Hakan 
Aksay- Dünyanın Öteki Yüzü- 29 
Kasım 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – Bir Savas Nasil 
Biter- Medyascope -30 Kasım 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – Pinar Ogunc- 
Soylesi- Mumkun Pekcok Dunyadan 
Sadece Birirni Yasiyoruz- Gazete 
Duvar- 17 Kasim 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – Kuresel Iliskiler 
Forumu- Medyascope- Avrupa 5.0 30 
Aralik 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – "Nasıl Bir Dünya? Nasıl Bir Türkiye?: 2021'e dair olasılıklar ve beklentiler 
Medyascope 7 Ocack 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – ABD- YenidenTV -8 Ocak


Prof. Evren Balta – Financial Times January 12, 2021


Prof. Evren Balta – Diken & T24- Turkiye'de Elitizm Uzerine - Kemal Goktas ile Soylesi


Prof. Evren Balta – KRT TV - Ilhan Uzgel 15 Ocak


Prof. Evren Balta – Rusya'da Muhalefet ve ABD – Medyascope 7 February 2021


Prof. Evren Balta – Pandemide Risk Algisi, Tedirginlik ve Davranissal Uyum (nebi Sumer ile 
brilikte) Medyascope


Prof. Evren Balta – Türkiye’de aşı zorunluluğu var mı?” Habertürk TV, April 9.


Prof. Evren Balta – Politik Akademi - Medyascope, 25 Nisan 2021


Prof. Evren Balta – Nasil Bir Dunya? - Medyasccope, 22 Nisan 2021


Prof. Evren Balta – Bir Savaş Nasıl Biter, Perspektif  Online, 21 Eylül 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – TUSİAD Dış Politika Forumu- Yıllık Raporu- Salgın Sonrası Dünyada Değişen 
Güç İlişkileri
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Prof. Evren Balta – Normative Challengers During a Pandemic: COVID-19 Reporting in Turkey 
and Russia IPC Policy Brief  November 2020 (with S Aydin-Duzgit)


Prof. Evren Balta – Amerikan Seçimleri: Siyaset. Yine Yeniden Birikim Online, 5 Kasım 2020


Prof. Evren Balta – Pandeminin Aynasında Devlet ve Yurttaşlık, Saha Dergisi, no: 7 Aralık 2020 
s:3-10


Prof. Evren Balta – Post-Truth Phase of  
Turkey's Pandemic Response - Institut 
Montaigne- 10 Aralık 


Prof. Evren Balta – Turk Dis Politikasini 
Maliyetler Uzerinden Okumak


Assist. Prof.  Deniz Erkmen –  Sosyopolitik - 
Boğaziçi Üniversitesi Eylemleri ve Toplumsal 
Hareketler (with Tijen Demirel Pegg) – 
Medyascope, 10Ocak 2021


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Ghosts of  Istanbul: 
Afghans at the Margins of  Precarity,” the 
Association for Migration Research GAR, 
February 2021. (With Didem Danış & Sibel 
Karadağ).


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “Labor Market 
Assessment Project Report,” the UNHCR, 
January 2021. (With Beyza Polat & Ümit 

Özlale).


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – “NEXT GENERATION (NEXT-GEN) Policy Brief,” CEEE/EÇEM, 
IsDB Project, January 2021. Published in UİK Panorama in February 2021. (With Yasemin 
Somuncu & Nil Kutlar).


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – ÇEVRE TV İklim Değişikliğinin Karanlık Yüzü -İklim Mültecileri / 
Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Şenol Sert 15 Şubat 2021


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – İstanbul'daki Afganlar: Kentin en ağır işlerini yapan hayaletler, Duvar 
Gazete, 27 Şubat 2021


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – Før var de tyrkernes brødre og søstre. Nu er de syriske flygtninge ikke 
længere velkomne, Danish Newspaper Information, 16 Mart 20201


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – Vatandaşlık ve geçici koruma statüsü arasında Suriyeliler, Haber Global, 
12 Mart 2021 


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – Tuğçe Akkaş, Güne Başlarken, CRI Turk, 18 Mart 2021


Assoc. Prof.  Deniz Sert – The Rising Tide of  Refugees, ANEWS Evening News, 23 Nisan 2021


Assist. Prof.  Konstantinos Travlos – Yunan Gözünden I. İnönü (Bozüyük) Muharebesi, Toplumsal 
Tarih Nisan 2021, Sayı: 328
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Assist. Prof.  Konstantinos Travlos – 100. Yılı Yaklaşırken Kütahya-Eskişehir Muharebeleri - 360 
Derece, İstiklal Mücadelesi Araştırmaları Topluluğu, 2 May 2021 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Department Events

‘Talks on a World in Crisis’ Online Talk Series


In 2020 our department inaugurated a new seminar series focused on combining exceptional 
academic scholarship with current affairs, in order to help make sense of a world in crisis through 
the tools of scholarship.




‘Talks on a World in Crisis’ - Quality Peace in an Age 
of  Discord: Global Challenges and the Case of  
Nagorno-Karabakh


On 17 December 2020 we had the inaugural seminar of  our 
new series “Talks on a World In Crisis”. Our fist seminar was 
reacting to the recent spate of  fighting between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Karabakh. Dr. Peter Wallensteen, 
one of  the founders of  the study of  peace and conflict studies 
gave us a presentation on the concept of  Quality Peace and 
how it could be applied to the case of  Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Dr.Bahar Rumelili was the discussant and provided crucial 
commentary and foundations fo the synergy of  different 
scholarly traditions in the study of  peace and conflict. 


 





‘Talks on a World in Crisis’ - Why Spring Turned to 
Winter: Is lamist Parties and Democratic 
Transitions in Tunisia and Egypt


On 10 March 2021 we had our second event within the Talks 
on a World in Crisis Series. Dr. Şebnem Gümüşçü discusses 
the reasons why the Arab Spring events failed to bring about 
meaningful political change with the conditional exception of  
Tunisia. To the question of  why this happened, Dr. Gümüşçü 
focused on the role of  Islamist parties and how they shaped 
the transitions. Dr. Berk Esen offered key remarks in their role 
as discussant. 
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‘Talks on a World in Crisis’ - Chinese Foreign Policy 
Reacts to a World in Crisis


On 21 April 2021, our department hosted Dr. Xiaoting Li as 
part of  our series “Talks on a World in Crisis”. They 
presented the emerging state foreign policy of  the Peoples 
Republic of  China, and discussed the ideological and 
philosophical foundations of  this new Chinese policy. Dr. 
Çağdaş Üngör provided crucial commentary as the 
discussant. 





‘Talks on a World in Crisis’ - Capitalism, Alone: The 
Future of  the System that Rules the World


The next seminar in our “Talks on a World in Crisis: series 
was a book talk on their book “Capitalism, Alone” by Dr. 
Branko Milanovic. In this book they contribute the novel 
concept of  homoploutia that distinguishes contemporary 
from classical capitalism. They argue that this initially 
positive development raises the risk of  a future hereditary 
class structure that can undermine progressive politics within 
capitalism. Dr. Hasan Tekgüç provided key commentary as 
the discussant. 
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‘Talks on a World in Crisis’ -  Tackling the Climate 
Crisis: The European Green Deal and Turkey


On 26 May 2021, our department hosted the next seminar in 
our “Talks on a World in Crisis.” We hosted Dr. Güven Sak 
and First Counsellor and Head of  the Economic Cooperation 
and Social Section at the EU Delegation to Turkey Mr. Angel 
Gutierrez Hidalgo. The two presenters discussed the issue of  
Climate Crisis, and how the new European Green Deal is a 
response to these challenges.
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Other Departmental Events








Kitap Tanıtım Etkinliği - Salvation and Catastrophe: 
The Greek-Turkish War 1919-1922


On 30th November 2020, our Department celebrated the 
publication of  the multidisciplinary volume “Salvation and 
Catastrophe: The Greek-Turkish War 1919-1922”, edited by 
our own Dr, Konstantinos Travlos, and with contributions by 
Department member Dr. Deniz S. Sert, and Faculty member 
Dr. Merih Erol. The event also included presentations by the 
contributors Dr. Edward J. Erickson, Dr. Öner Akgül, and 
Doruk Akyüz.





Russian Nationalism: From Imperial to Russia 
Under Putin


On 22 December 2020, our department hosted Dr. Maria 
Lipman who gave us a survey of  the development of  Russian 
Nationalism over the last two centuries. 
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Shifting Responsibilities “Down” “Up” and “Out”: 
A M u l t i - L e v e l G o v e r n a n c e A p p r o a c h t o 
Understanding Turkey’s Refugee Policy


The inaugural seminar for 2021 was co-organized by our 
Department and the Jean Monnet Chair of  Migration and 
Mobility in Europe. On 14 January 2021, Dr. Rabia 
Karakaya Polat discussed the responses of  local governments 
in Turkey to the Syria refugee situation, situating the analysis 
within a multi-level governance (MLG) approach. 





Politics of  Nostalgia and Populism: Evidence From 
Turkey


On 12 February 2021 our department hosted Dr. Ezgi Elçi 
who presented to us their work on the relationship between 
collective nostalgia and populism.Using two original datasets 
from Turkey, they analyze whether collective nostalgia 
characterizes the populist attitudes of  the electorate and 
whether nostalgic messages affect populist attitudes.
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Social Media as Conflict Event Data


On 17 February 2021 the department hosted Dr. Akın Ünver 
who discussed his innovative research using social media data 
as conflict event data. 





Youth Crossing Borders: Erasmus+ in Detail


On 17 Febraury 2021, the Jean Monnet Chair at Özyeğin 
University and our Department of  International Relations 
hosted an event titled "Youth Crossing Borders: Erasmus in 
Detail." The event was moderated by Jean Monnet Chair 
Assoc. Prof. Deniz Sert and Turkish National Agency Higher 
Education Coordinator Hür Gıldı. It hosted Özyeğin 
University Exchange Programs Coordinator Zeynep Siber 
Özyurt; Bilgi University Erasmus+ Exchange Programs 
Specialist Deniz Kırcı, Çanakkale Onsekiz, and Mart 
University Ph.D. Candidate Ezgi Özey. They discussed the  
Erasmus+ Program in detail. 
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Faculty of  Social Science ‘Interdisciplinary Meetings Seminar Series’


Our Department members also participated in series of  events held by the Social Science Faculty, 
the goal of  which was to provide support to members of  the community in these trying times
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Prof. Evren Balta is inaugural the Academic Coordinator of  the TUSIAD Global 
Politics Forum


Our Department is proud to announce that Department 
Head Professor Evren Balta is the Academic Coordinator 
for the TUSIAD Global Politics Forum. This endeavor by 
TUSIAD seeks address global political dynamics and 
foreign policy issues with an interdisciplinary perspective. 
Dr. Balta will coordinate a team of  leading academics, 
diplomats, and journalists who will be approaching global 
developments from a broad perspective, and prepare 
activities, meetings, webinars and reports on issues of  
importance for Turkey, it’s region, and the globe.


Dr. Evren Balta has a PhD in Political Science from CUNY 
(City University of  New York)-The Graduate Center, MA in 
International Relations from Columbia University, and an 
MA in Sociology from METU (Middle East Technical 
University) , and a BA in International Relations from 
Ankara University, Faculty of  Political Sciences. Their work 
focuses on comparative politics, political violence, security, 

foreign policy, citizenship and transnational politics. They have published multiple scholarly books 
and articles, and received support from Fulbright, Mellon Foundation, Social Science Research 
Council, American Association for University Women and TUBITAK.
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Our Department Welcomes Two New Members, Starting From the Summer 2021 
Term





Assoc. Prof. H. Akın Ünver will be joining the Department of  
International Relations at Özyeğin University as Associate Professor of  
International Relations. Their research focuses on conflict research, 
computational methods, and digital crisis communication. They are the 
Resident Fellow of  Cyber Research Program at the Centre for Economic 
and Foreign Policy Research (EDAM), a Research Associate at the Center 
for Technology and Global Affairs, Oxford University and a  Senior 
Research Fellow at GUARD (Global Urban Analytics for Resilient 
Defence) at the Alan Turing Institute. They are the Istanbul organizer of  
the Summer Institute in Computational Social Science (SICSS). They 
have a PhD from University of  Essex, Department of  Government. They 

have received multiple honors and awards, and served in an array of  prestigious academic positions. 
They have a strong academic publication record.


 





Dr. Ezgi Elçi will be joining our department as our inaugural Post-Doctoral 
Fellow in International Relations. They were a postdoctoral research fellow 
in the Migration Research Center at Koç University (MiReKoç). They were 
also a research affiliate in an ERC project entitled “Democracy Under 
Threat: How Education Can Save It” (DEMED). They have a Ph.D. in the 
Department of  Political Science and International Relations at Koç 
University. Previously, they were a visiting student researcher in the Center 
for the Study of  Global Issues (GLOBIS) at the University of Georgia with 
the Fulbright grant. Their research interests are on political behavior and 
political communication 
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