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Postdoctoral Researcher — Özyeğin University, International Relations, Istanbul, Turkey,  February 2026 – Present

EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Political Science and International Relations — Koç University, Istanbul, Turkey, 2019 – December 2025
Dissertation: “Conspiracy Theories and Democratic Backsliding in Türkiye: Elite Rhetoric, Public Endorsement, and the Erosive Dynamic.”
Committee: Assoc. Prof. Selim Erdem Aytaç (Advisor), Prof. Ali Çarkoğlu, Prof.  Emre Erdoğan, Prof. Dr. Cengiz Erişen, Asisst. Prof. Tuğçe Erçetin Sabuncu
M.A. in International Relations — Istanbul Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey, 2017 – 2019
Thesis: “Understanding Online Interactions in Turkey: The Function and the Effects of Social Media Platforms on Political Views.”
Committee: Prof. Dr. Emre Erdoğan (Advisor), Prof. Dr. Pınar Uyan Semerci, Assoc. Dr. Sedef Turper.
B.A. in International Relations and Political Science — Istanbul Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey, 2013 – 2017
 Graduated with High Honors.
Izmir Saint-Joseph French High School — Izmir, Turkey, 2008 – 2013

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Ph.D. Researcher — Koç University, Istanbul, Turkey
2019 – 2025
· Conducting content analysis, survey research, and experimental studies as part of the doctoral dissertation “Conspiracy Theories and Democratic Backsliding in Türkiye: Elite Rhetoric, Public Endorsement, and the Erosive Dynamic.”
· Collecting, compiling, and coding an original dataset of 2003–2022 parliamentary group speeches for dictionary-based and manual content analysis.
· Contributing to the design of questionnaire items for my section of the representative survey conducted by TÜBİTAK, and performing data cleaning and statistical analysis on the collected data.
· Developing and conducting a survey experiment, including treatment design, stimulus preparation (text and video-based), online implementation, and statistical analysis of experimental data.
· Responsibilities include data collection, management, text preprocessing, analysis, and academic writing.
Ph.D. Researcher, TÜBİTAK 1001 Project (CTIDE Project) — “The Rising Tide of Conspiracy Theories in a Social Media Environment” (Project No. 124N006, P.I.: Prof. Cengiz Erişen)
2024 – Present
· Conducting an extensive literature review, developing experimental designs, and preparing and administering online experiments via Qualtrics.
· Designed and implemented AI-generated “fake news” video treatments to test the causal effects of conspiracy exposure.
· Prepared pre-registrations and treatment materials on the Open Science Framework (OSF) to ensure transparency and replicability.
· Utilized Facebook (Meta) Conversion Ads to recruit participants for an experimental study and supervised all stages of data collection and management.
Principal Investigator, TÜBİTAK 1002-A Rapid Support Project — “Potential Effects of Exposure to Conspiracy Theories on Political Perceptions and Democratic Attitudes” (Project No. 324K161) 
2024 – 2025

· Awarded a competitive national research grant as the sole principal investigator.
· Designed and conducted a large-scale online experiment on exposure to conspiracy theories.
· Recruited participants via Meta (Facebook) Conversion Ads, managed data collection through Qualtrics, and performed data cleaning and statistical analysis.
· Oversaw all stages of project implementation, including ethical approval, recruitment strategy, and dissemination of findings.
Researcher, Migration Research Association (GAR) — Understanding the Surge of Anti-Migrant Sentiment  in Turkey:  A Social Network Analysis (P.I.: Prof. Deniz Sert)
2025
· Conducted social media research on anti-immigrant narratives using Twitter data.
· Performed mention–retweet network analysis and hashtag co-occurrence mapping in collaboration with a senior interdisciplinary research team.
· Applied network analysis tools (R, igraph, tidygraph, ggraph) to visualize and interpret structural patterns of online discourse.
Ph.D. Researcher, TÜBİTAK 1001 Project — “Perceptions of Democracy of Citizens, Political Party Leaders, and Newspaper Columnists in Turkey” (P.I.: Assoc. Prof. Selim Erdem Aytaç)
2021 – 2023
· Coordinated and supervised undergraduate and master’s researchers in data collection and management.
· Organized a research workshop bringing together project collaborators and early-career researchers to discuss findings and methodological approaches.
· Conducted extensive literature reviews to support survey and content analysis design.
· Prepared survey questionnaires, organized focus groups, and led qualitative content coding using MAXQDA and Python.
· Coordinating project outputs and reporting progress to TÜBİTAK.

Research Assistant — Koç University, Istanbul, Turkey
2019 – 2024
· Assisted Associate Professor Selim Erdem Aytaç in various research projects focusing on political behavior, polarization, and democratic attitudes.
· Conducted literature reviews, survey design, and statistical analyses using STATA.
· Supervised undergraduate research assistants and coordinated data collection processes.
.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Teaching Assistant — Koç University, Istanbul, Turkey, 2019 – 2024
Assisted in courses: Introduction to Politics, Political Theory, Political Ideologies, Comparative Political Behavior, Comparative Politics, Constitutional Law, Political Thought, and Research Methods.
Organized materials, graded assignments, coordinated exams, and managed group projects.
 Led teaching sections for Research Methods and Political Theory courses (2020–2022).
Conducted advanced STATA sessions on data management, data cleaning, and statistical analysis, including OLS, logistic regression, and multilevel models, for undergraduate and graduate students as part of PSA lab sections.

PUBLICATIONS
Book Review
Dönmez, D. (2021). David Renton: The New Authoritarians: Convergence on the Right. European Review of International Studies, 8(1), 126–129.
Report
Dönmez, D., Sert, D., & Körükmez, L. (2025). “Understanding the Surge of Anti-Migrant Sentiment in Turkey: A Social Network Analysis.” GAR Report No: 13. Istanbul: GAR Publications.



Book Chapter
Öz Dönmez, D. (2025). The Prevalence of Conspiracy Theories in Turkish Politics: Leadership Discourse, Motivations, and Analytical Frameworks. In E. Erdoğan, P. Uyan Semerci, & G. Uysal Gündoğdu (Eds.), Societal Cognitive Resilience Against Information Disorders. Istanbul. ISBN: 978-605-399-662-0. (Open-access book chapter)
Working Papers
· Dönmez, D., & Şar, B.. Trust, Conspiracy Theory Beliefs, and Attitudes Toward Immigrants: A Comparative Study Across the United States, Germany, and Australia. (Planned submission: January 2026).
· Dönmez, D., & Aytaç, S. E. Conspiracy Beliefs and the Erosion of Democratic Commitments: Observational and Experimental Evidence from Turkey. (Planned submission: March 2026).
· Dönmez, D. The Strategic–Tactical Divide: A Multilevel Analysis of Conspiratorial Rhetoric in the Turkish Parliament. (Planned submission: August 2026).
RESEARCH SKILLS
Research Methodologies & Design
· Quantitative: Experimental Design, Survey Research, Regression Analysis (OLS, Logistic, Multilevel Modeling), Statistical Inference, and Causal Analysis.
· Qualitative: In-depth Interviews, Focus Groups (Design, Moderation & Analysis), Netnography, and Content Analysis (manual and dictionary-based coding).
· Network Analysis: Collection, coding, and visualization of relational data (mention–retweet networks, hashtag co-occurrence, and community detection).
Software & Technical Proficiency
· Statistical/Data: R, STATA, SPSS, Python, MAXQDA
· Survey & Office: Qualtrics, Microsoft Office
AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

TÜBİTAK 1001 Doctoral Research Fellowship — Project: “The Rising Tide of Conspiracy Theories in a Social Media Environment” (Yeditepe University, P.I.: Prof. Cengiz Erişen), 2024–2025
TÜBİTAK 1002-A Rapid Support Grant (Principal Investigator) — “Potential Effects of Exposure to Conspiracy Theories on Political Perceptions and Democratic Attitudes” (Project No. 324K161), 2024–2025
TÜBİTAK 1001 Doctoral Research Fellowship — Project: “Perceptions of Democracy of Citizens, Political Party Leaders, and Newspaper Columnists in Turkey” (Koç University, P.I.: Assoc. Prof. Selim Erdem Aytaç), 2022–2023
Koç University Graduate Scholarship, 2019–2024
Bilgi University Graduate Fellowship, 2017–2019
Bilgi University Undergraduate Fellowship, 2013–2017

SERVICE TO THE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY
· Peer Reviewer, PLOS ONE (2024–Present) — Regularly reviewing manuscripts in the fields of conspiracy theories, misinformation, and social media studies.


PRESENTATIONS
The Erosive Effect of Conspiracy Exposure: A Survey Experiment on Conspiracy Narratives and Democratic Perceptions, ESPA 2026, Eskişehir, İstanbul, January 8-10, 2026.
Türkiye’de Komplo Teorilerinin Siyasetteki Rolü: Siyasal Söylem, Kamuoyu ve Demokratik Algılar Üzerine Bir İnceleme, RESAID Conference, Istanbul Bilgi University, May 25, 2025.
Conspiracy Beliefs and Democratic Perceptions: Survey Evidence from Turkey, Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) Annual Conference, Chicago, USA, April 3–6, 2025.
Investigating Conspiracy Theories in Turkish Public During a Crisis of Democracy: A Survey Research, IPSA 75th Anniversary Conference, Lisbon, Portugal, September 11–13, 2024.
Guest Lecturer, PSIR 422 - Comparative Practices of Democracy, Yeditepe University, May 28, 2024.
Erosion from Within: How Conspiracy Theories Undermine the Foundations of Democracy, Euthpart JM Module Workshop, Yeditepe University, May 10, 2024.
Investigating the Role of Conspiracy Theories in Turkey During a Crisis of Democracy, MPSA Annual Conference, Chicago, USA, April 4–7, 2024.
Investigating Conspiratorial Thinking in Turkey, Workshop: Democracy Under Pressure, Koç University, December 1, 2023.
Demokrasi Krizinde Komplo Teorilerine Bir Bakış, Hakikat Sonrası Çağda Infodemi ve Bilgi Düzensizlikleri Lisansüstü Öğrenci Konferansı, Istanbul Bilgi University, February 19, 2022.
The Role of Social Media Platforms on Political Views, Turkish Political Science Association, Gaziantep, Turkey, February 2019.

ACADEMIC INTERESTS
Democratization, Democratic Backsliding, Political Behavior, Political Polarization, Affective Polarization, Comparative Politics, Populism, Turkish Politics, Conspiracy Theories, Information Disorders, and Social Media.


LANGUAGES
• Turkish: Native
• English: Advanced (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing)
• French: Intermediate (Certificate: DELF – Économie des Affaires, Paris, 2013)

REFERENCES 
Available upon request.
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